Is it genocide, though? 


"As a human rights lawyer with more than three decades of experience in the 
field, I know well that the concept of genocide has often been subject to political 
abuse. But the current wholesale slaughter of the Palestinian people, rooted in an 
ethno-nationalist settler colonial ideology, in continuation of decades of their 
systematic persecution and purging, based entirely upon their status as Arabs, 
and coupled with explicit statements of intent by leaders in the Israeli 
government and military, leaves no room for doubt or debate. In Gaza, civilian 
homes, schools, churches, mosques, and medical institutions are wantonly 
attacked as thousands of civilians are massacred. In the West Bank, including 
occupied Jerusalem, homes are seized and reassigned based entirely on race, and 
violent settler pogroms are accompanied by Israeli military units. Across the land, 
Apartheid rules. 

This is a text-book case of genocide. The European, ethno-nationalist, settler 
colonial project in Palestine has entered its final phase, toward the expedited 
destruction of the last remnants of indigenous Palestinian life in Palestine. What’s 
more, the governments of the United States, the United Kingdom, and much of 
Europe, are wholly complicit in the horrific assault. Not only are these 
governments refusing to meet their treaty obligations “to ensure respect” for the 
Geneva Conventions, but they are in fact actively arming the assault, providing 
economic and intelligence support, and giving political and diplomatic cover for 
Israel’s atrocities. 

In concert with this, western corporate media, increasingly captured and 
state-adjacent, are in open breach of Article 20 of the ICCPR, continuously 
dehumanizing Palestinians to facilitate the genocide, and broadcasting 
propaganda for war and advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred that 
constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility, and violence. US-based social 
media companies are suppressing the voices of human rights defenders while 
amplifying pro-Israel propaganda. Israel lobby online-trolls and GONGOS are 
harassing and smearing human rights defenders, and western universities and 
employers are collaborating with them to punish those who dare to speak out 
against the atrocities. In the wake of this genocide, there must be an accounting 
for these actors as well, just as there was for radio Milles Collines in Rwanda." 


— anexcerpt from Craig Mokhiber's October 28, 2023 resignation 
letter to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
*Full text available via October 31 article at CommonDreams, org 


Is it genocide, though? 


"As a human rights lawyer with more than three decades of experience in the 
field, I know well that the concept of genocide has often been subject to political 
abuse. But the current wholesale slaughter of the Palestinian people, rooted in an 
ethno-nationalist settler colonial ideology, in continuation of decades of their 
systematic persecution and purging, based entirely upon their status as Arabs, 
and coupled with explicit statements of intent by leaders in the Israeli 
government and military, leaves no room for doubt or debate. In Gaza, civilian 
homes, schools, churches, mosques, and medical institutions are wantonly 
attacked as thousands of civilians are massacred. In the West Bank, including 
occupied Jerusalem, homes are seized and reassigned based entirely on race, and 
violent settler pogroms are accompanied by Israeli military units. Across the land, 
Apartheid rules. 

This is a text-book case of genocide. The European, ethno-nationalist, settler 
colonial project in Palestine has entered its final phase, toward the expedited 
destruction of the last remnants of indigenous Palestinian life in Palestine. What’s 
more, the governments of the United States, the United Kingdom, and much of 
Europe, are wholly complicit in the horrific assault. Not only are these 
governments refusing to meet their treaty obligations “to ensure respect” for the 
Geneva Conventions, but they are in fact actively arming the assault, providing 
economic and intelligence support, and giving political and diplomatic cover for 
Israel’s atrocities. 

In concert with this, western corporate media, increasingly captured and 
state-adjacent, are in open breach of Article 20 of the ICCPR, continuously 
dehumanizing Palestinians to facilitate the genocide, and broadcasting 
propaganda for war and advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred that 
constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility, and violence. US-based social 
media companies are suppressing the voices of human rights defenders while 
amplifying pro-Israel propaganda. Israel lobby online-trolls and GONGOS are 
harassing and smearing human rights defenders, and western universities and 
employers are collaborating with them to punish those who dare to speak out 
against the atrocities. In the wake of this genocide, there must be an accounting 
for these actors as well, just as there was for radio Milles Collines in Rwanda." 


— anexcerpt from Craig Mokhiber's October 28, 2023 resignation 
letter to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
*Full text available via October 31 article at CommonDreams, org 


#GazaGenocide #ltsAGenocide 


Read: 


"A Textbook Case of Genocide" 
Israel has been explicit about what it’s carrying out in Gaza. 
Why isn’t the world listening? 


October 13, 2023 at JewishCurrents.org 
by Raz Segal, Holocaust and Genocide Studies professor/scholar 


and: 


"Genocide Scholars and 100 Palestinian and International Civil 
Society Organisations Call on [ICC] Prosecutor Khan to Issue 
Arrest Warrants, Investigate Israeli Crimes and Intervene to 
Deter Incitement to Commit Genocide in Gaza" 


October 20, 2023 at Mezan.org — an excerpt: 


"The Israeli military forces have, since [October 7, 2023], indiscriminately targeted 
the 2.3 million civilian population, infrastructure, residential and commercial 
buildings, mosques and hospitals as part of total warfare on the population. They 
have sealed off the territory, and employed other unlawful means and methods, that 
include collective punishment, forcible transfer, starvation, and the use of white 
phosphorus in densely populated areas. According to our documentation up to 13 
October 2023, it is clear that, prima facie, the Israeli authorities have committed a 
number of international crimes against the Palestinian people that fall under the 
jurisdiction of the Court, including that of wilful killing, intentionally directing 
attacks against the civilian population, civilian objects, humanitarian workers, 
ambulances, hospitals and places of worship, extensive destruction of property, 
persecution of the civilian population, and incitement to genocide. 

Alarmingly, Israeli officials have been issuing statements that indicate a clear 
intent to commit war crimes, crimes against humanity and incitement to commit 
genocide, using dehumanising language to describe Palestinians. [...] 

The statements accompanied by military action in Gaza and the escalation of 
arrests and killing in the West Bank, promoted a joint warning from UN Special 
Rapporteurs that “there is also a risk of genocide against the Palestine people”. Our 
organisations are similarly alarmed by these statements, which warrant your urgent 
intervention to prevent the commission of the most heinous international crimes, 
elements of which are already materialising on the ground with every passing 
minute. Our organisations warn that the cutting off of water, electricity and internet 
in Gaza, in addition to the denial of entry of humanitarian convoys of food, medicine, 
and other supplies necessary for the survival of the population that would pass 
through the Rafah crossing, which the Israeli military has also repeatedly bombed, 
are all evidence that Israel is taking steps to act on its inciteful genocidal 
statements." 


More info, and to print: www.bit.ly/GazaSolidarityFlyer 
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